Storage of Samples for Haematology, Immunology and Transfusion Tests
	Profile or Test
	Sample Storage
	Sample Required

	Full Blood Count

Differential White Count

Blood film

Reticulocytes
Malaria

Viscosity

Cell markers, CD4 

Factor V Leiden

Haemoglobinopathies
	  

Do NOT store - send to lab within 4 hours
 

Sample storage in a refrigerator or incubator will NOT improve sample quality - it is likely to deteriorate further.

Parameters have variable stability depending on storage temperature, plasma components, sterility, and fragility of cells. Some samples and some parameters may be valid over four hours.
Clotted samples unsuitable for testing.

Flow cytometry (cell markers) not available overnight or at weekends
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EDTA purple


	Disease Specific HLA
	May store whole blood in refrigerator overnight
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EDTA purple

	Coagulation tests including

D dimer
	Do NOT store - send to lab within 2 hours
Coagulation factors deteriorate rapidly and some factors are affected by cold storage.

Underfilled samples are not suitable for testing. Arrow on label indicates fill level and acceptable tolerance.

Clotted or haemolysed samples cannot be processed.

Criteria for performing Clotting screens, D dimers and thrombophilia screening available on website.

Warfarin dosage advice not provided if request form incomplete

2ml (white ring) containers not suitable for monitoring Heparin therapy
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Tri sodium Citrate Blue

	Vitamin B12

Serum Folate

Intrinsic Factor ABs

Ferritin


	Spun samples for B12, Folate stable for up to 3 days, Ferritin up to 5 days, IF Abs up to 10 days.
Store refrigerated.
Haemolysed samples not suitable for analysis
.

Testing algorithm available on website.

Retesting within 3 months (12 months for IF Abs) not routinely performed.
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Plain Gel Tube

(Narrow tube preferred)

Separate sample for Haematology

	Immunology

Slide test for glandular fever
	May store whole blood in refrigerator overnight
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Plain Gel Tube

(Narrow tube preferred)

Separate sample for Haematology

	Cryoglobulins, Cold agglutinins, platelet or neutrophil function tests
	Please discuss with Laboratory before taking
	

	ESR
	Do NOT store - send to lab within 5 hours
Underfilled samples are unsuitable for testing
Criteria for testing on adults PMR, Temporal Arteritis monitoring of certain biological therapies e.g. anti TNF and trials patients only
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Tri sodium citrate Black

	Transfusion
	May store whole blood in refrigerator overnight 
Grossly Haemolysed or very small samples will be rejected.

Refer to labelling policy for labelling transfusion samples.
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EDTA Pink

	For further information or for tests not listed
	See Search investigations database   on Pathology Website

For labelling policy see Sample Labelling - GHNHSFT
	


A Eades 21/11/12
� EMBED Unknown  ���





� EMBED Unknown  ���





� EMBED Unknown  ���





� EMBED Unknown  ���





� EMBED Unknown  ���








[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]


_1415094690

_1415098212.bin

_1415094795.bin

_1415094603

